CHAPTER VII

EGYPT

I88i. ALTHOUGH the British Empire is large and varied
enough to tax the resources of British Statesman -

Egypt ship, it does not include Egypt; and yet Lord
Granville, by the force of circumstances which
he could not control,, found himself, before
he knew what he was about, almost as closely
involved in Egyptian affairs as Lord Spencer

AUDI'S in the affairs of Ireland. Trouble began in the
autumn of 1881 with a military revolt, which,
though suppressed for a time, was not really
quelled. Under the corrupt rule of Ismail the
soldiers had often been defrauded of their pay,
and many of them were reduced to beg in the
streets. Tewfik Pasha, Ismail's son and successor*
owed his power to England and France, who really,
though not nominally, kept him on his throne.
At the same time the law of liquidation, which
secured the rights of foreign bondholders, prevented
the Khedive and his Ministers from devoting the
whole resources of the country to the fulfilment
of Egyptian needs. Moreover, the Dual Control,
as established in 1879, involved the employment
and maintenance of more than thirteen hundred
foreigners at a cost of nearly four hundred thousand
pounds. A cry arose of " Egypt for the Egyptians,"
and ** Ahmed Arabi the Egyptian," better knowD
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